


2 3

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Malaria R&D Alliance acknowledges the many individuals from donor agencies, 
funding managers, and research entities who dedicated considerable time and effort to 
this survey.

Sarah Ewart of the PATH Malaria Vaccine Initiative (MVI) and Anna Wang of the 
Medicines for Malaria Venture (MMV) led this funding study with contributions from a 
team of consultants – APCO Worldwide led by Jim Jones and The Chartis Group led by 
Timothy Hartman.

We thank the study’s Advisory Committee, a group of experts in malaria and in global 
health resource tracking that guided the development of the survey instrument and 
reviewed the final report. They are: Catherine Davies of the Wellcome Trust; Jan van 
Erps of the Roll Back Malaria Partnership; Gabrielle Bushman Fitzgerald of the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation; Jennifer Kates of the Kaiser Family Foundation; Wen Kilama 
of the African Malaria Network Trust; Wil Milhous of the Walter Reed Army Institute of 
Research; Mary Moran of the London School of Economics (LSE); and Nina Schwalbe 
of the Global Alliance for TB Drug Development.

In addition to the Advisory Committee, we thank the experts who advised us during the 
course of the project: Ian Boulton of GlaxoSmithKline; Javier Guzman of LSE, Lee Hall of 
the US National Institute of Health’s National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases; 
Hannah Kettler of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Ruth Levine of the Center for 
Global Development; Holly Wong of the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI); and 
Jane Rowley, a consultant to IAVI.

We thank Harvey Bale of the International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
& Associations, Chris Hentschel of MMV, Melinda Moree of MVI; and Regina Rabinovich 
of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation for guidance and for encouraging participation in 
this study. 

We also thank Alan Brooks and Annique Lennon of MVI who contributed to editing  
the report. 

FOREWORD 

In sub-Saharan Africa, one in five children will die before they reach age five. All too 
often, they die of a preventable and curable disease - malaria. 

Thankfully, today there is an increasing recognition of this crisis and an increasing 
conviction in the international community that we can defeat malaria. We now possess 
powerful interventions: insecticide treated bednets, indoor insecticide applications, and 
combination antimalarial drugs. They must be deployed quickly, widely, and wisely. If this 
effort is to succeed, it must avoid a critical but easy mistake: thinking that we have all 
we need to defeat malaria globally. Ultimately, we will need new and better tools. Painful 
lessons from malaria history have taught us that what works today may not be effective 
in the future and that success in malaria control requires careful attention to emerging 
challenges that must be tackled with innovative solutions.
 
In the recent past, we have seen estimates of total annual funding for malaria research 
and development (R&D) that vary by hundreds of millions of dollars due to the absence 
of systematic data. This uncertainty has made it difficult to effectively advocate for appro-
priate levels of sustained investment for malaria R&D. 

We, in the malaria community, believe that there is gross under-investment. However, until 
now, we didn’t have the data to confirm our conviction and better understand the funding 
situation. The Malaria R&D Alliance has undertaken a study to establish a baseline of 
current global investment for malaria R&D. The Alliance surveyed organizations around  
the world to compile the figures presented in this report. Their efforts and the high 
recognition of the need for good data resulted in excellent participation from some 80 
funders and R&D entities.  This report presents a credible estimate of 2004 global 
funding of malaria R&D. It is the most comprehensive study of its kind and provides 
critical information for funders and researchers alike. It answers our questions: who funds 
malaria R&D, what do they fund, and where does the funding go?

Although malaria R&D funding has risen over the past decade, research continues to 
be woefully under-funded compared to the disease burden caused by malaria. The 
report clearly shows that more must be done. Despite limited resources, we are seeing 
groundbreaking advances. Thousands of researchers in labs, clinics, and research  
centers around the world need increased funding in order to develop life-saving 
interventions. It is time to redouble our efforts and accelerate the development, avail-
ability, and accessibility of these tools.

We are finally coming together as a world community committed to turning the tide 
against malaria. It would be an unspeakable tragedy to make great progress, only to see 
that progress erased because of our failure to anticipate new challenges and invest in 
finding ways to respond to them.

If we are to succeed in defeating malaria, we must fully deploy the tools we have today 
and invest in superior ones for tomorrow.

Dr. N. Regina Rabinovich
Director, Infectious Diseases
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Seattle, Washington, USA

Prof. Fred Binka
Director
INDEPTH Network
Accra, Ghana




















































